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from Fr. Mark 
Dear Friends 

There is always something special about a new baby. We smile and 
exchange nonsense with strange babies we have never met before. 
‘Who do they look like?'  ‘What are they called?' They are all unique, 
yet all have something of their parents in them. You know how it 
goes:    ‘She's got her mother's nose.'  ‘You should hear him when 
he's hungry, he's got his father's temper.' 

 At Christmas time we are drawn to engage with a special baby 
called Jesus. We remember a baby born in a stable in faraway 
Bethlehem. This baby is unique too but things are a bit different. 
With most babies we meet we know the parents well and are eager 
to be the first to spot bits of the parent in the child. With this baby 
we do things the other way round and get to know what the father is 
like by looking at the child. Jesus is God become human, the Word 
made flesh. All that Jesus will do, all that he will say will lead us to 
understand God, our Creator better. 

 At Jesus' birth, we see clearly how God wants humans like us to be 
involved in the story. The baby needed human parents to care for 
him as he grew. So too, God invites us to help him as the story of 
the world unfolds, to help him care for the whole of creation. Jesus 
grew to show us the Father's way of doing things. We begin to un-
derstand that God's way of doing things is to love rather than fear, 
to seek good for our enemies rather than harm, to forgive rather 
than get even, to care about people more than possessions, to rec-
ognize every person we meet as equally precious and important. 
Jesus shows us and teaches us how God wants us to live. And 
each occasion we manage that we make the world a bit better 
place. 

This Christmas may you be enchanted 
afresh by the Christchild, grow to know 
the immense love of the Father and be 
renewed by the Spirit. 

Happy Christmas!            

 



 

Page 2 

PARISH OF ST GILES GRAFFHAM  
& St PETER WOOLAVINGTON 

with All Saints Chapel 
(at St Giles unless otherwise stated) 

 
Sunday November 30th  1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
 10.30am  Family Service with communion 
 6.30pm  ADVENT CAROL SERVICE at St Giles 
 
Sunday December 7th  2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 10.30am  Parish Eucharist 
 6.30pm  Evensong at All saints 
  
Sunday December 14th  3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 10.30am  Parish Eucharist 
 4.00pm  CHRISTINGLE SERVICE at St Giles 
 
Sunday December 21st    4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 10.30am  A preparation for Christmas 
                  EUCHARIST AT ALL SAINTS 
  (followed by Christmas refreshments) 
 5.00pm  CANDLELIGHT CAROL SERVICE at St Giles 
 

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
 

Wednesday December 24th             CHRISTMAS EVE 
 4.00pm  CHRISTMASCRIB SERVICE at St Peter’s  
  (Seaford College followed by refreshments) 
 11.30pm  MIDNIGHT MASS OF CHRISTMAS 
 
Thursday December 25th  CHRISTMAS DAY 
 8.00am  Holy Communion at St Giles 
 10.30am  CHRISTMAS  FAMILY EUCHARIST 
  
Sunday December 28th    THE HOLY FAMILY  
 10.30am  Parish Eucharist 
 
Sunday January 4th  EPIPHANY 
 10.30am  Family Service with communion 
 6.30pm  Evensong at All Saints 
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FIRST  
ANNIVERSARY 
 
ORGAN  
RECITAL 
 
RICHARD 
BAILEY 
plays works 
by Bach, 
Peeters, 
Sweelinck, 
Buxtehude, 
Fauré, Ligeti 
and Bossi. 
 
Saturday 20th 
December, 
2008  7.30pm 

St Giles Church 
Graffham 

Admission Free       
Cheese and Wine 
Retiring Collection  
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
 

Sunday 14th ADVENT 3  
4.00pm  

CHILDREN’S  
CHRISTINGLE SERVICE 

 
Sunday 21st   ADVENT 4 

10.30am  
CHRISTMAS at ALL SAINT 

(followed by Christmas refreshments) 
5.00pm CANDLELIGHT CAROL  

SERVICE 
This is our Traditional Carol Service followed by 

mulled wine and mince pies.  
 

Wednesday 24th  
CHRISTMAS EVE 

4.00pm CHRISTMAS CANDLELIGHT 
CRIB SERVICE  

at St Peter’s (Seaford College) 
11.30pm  

MIDNIGHT MASS 
 

Thursday 25th 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

8.00am Holy Communion at St Giles 
10.30am CHRISTMAS FAMILY  

SERVICE at St Giles  
with communion 
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Church Notices 
Cleaning Rota 2008 
December Mr & Mrs Kingsmill 
 

If you are unable to do your month, please let John Bellis know         
(867 444). 
 
The Annual Church Clean for Saint Giles Church  
 

This will  be Saturday 10th January 2009 at 09.00am.  Coffee and 
doughnuts will be provided.  If you can bring along anything you 
think will be useful -  cobweb brushes, dusters etc. all will be grate-
fully welcomed. 
 

If you require any further information please ring John Bellis  01798 
867444 
 
Church Flowers—December 2008 
 St. Giles All Saints 
Nov 30  ADVENT  NO SERVICE 
Dec 07  ADVENT  ADVENT 
Dec 14  ADVENT  ADVENT 
Dec 21  ADVENT  ADVENT 
Dec 28  CHRISTMAS  CHRISTMAS 
 
Church Bell Ringing:         7.30 pm  Tuesdays 
Churchyard Work Party:  10.00 am  Last Saturday of the month 

Rector of Graffham & Chaplain to Seaford College 
Fr Mark Gilbert SSC 
The Rectory, Graffham, Petworth, West Sussex  
01798 867247 or 078 1000 40 62  
Email frmark@vodafone.net 

 
MONDAY DECEMBER 1ST AT 12.15PM 
 
There is a Service Prayer and Thanksgiving  
for the life of Lady Margaret Bateman  
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Graffham Calendar  
November Sunday 30 Advent Carol Service (St Giles 6.30pm) 
 
December Thurs 4 “On the Black Hill”  (Play, Empire Hall 7pm) 
 Saturday 6 St Giles Christmas Fair  (Empire Hall) 
 Sunday 7 Graffham Empire Movies Family Film 
  Kung Fu Panda (Empire Hall, 2.30) 
 Tuesday 9 Thursday Club Trip to Carols in Chichester 
  (meet Empire Hall, 1.15pm) 
 Wednesday 10 Graffham Nursery Open Morning (10 am) 
 Friday 12 Ladies Group CLIC Carol Concert  (Empire  
  Hall, 7.30pm) 
 Saturday 13 Graffham Empire Movies Mamma Mia 
  (Empire Hall, 7.30pm) 
 Sunday 14 Christingle (St Giles 4.00pm) 
 Wednesday 17 Empire Lunch Club, Empire Hall 
 Thursday 18 Graffham Infants School Carol Service 
  (St Giles 9.30) 
 Friday 20 Organ Recital by Richard Bailey  
  (St Giles 7.30) 
 Friday 20 Roots Around the World Sakama Live &  
  African DJs (Empire Hall 7.30) 
 Sunday 21 Candlelight Carols (St Giles 5.00pm) 
 
January Saturday 10 Annual Church Clean (St Giles, 9 am) 
 Thursday 15 Garden Group Lunch at White Horse 
 Thursday 15 Thursday Club (Empire Hall, 2.30) 
 Saturday 24 Graffham Empire Movies (Empire Hall 7.30) 
 Wednesday 28 Empire Lunch Club, Empire Hall 
 
February Saturday 14 Graffham Empire Movies (Empire Hall 7.30) 
 Monday 23 Graffham Empire Movies A.G.M.  
 Wednesday 25 Empire Lunch Club, Empire Hall 
 
March Saturday 14 Graffham Empire Movies (Empire Hall 7.30) 
 Wednesday 25 Empire Lunch Club, Empire Hall 
 
April Saturday 11 Graffham Empire Movies (Empire Hall 7.30) 
 Wednesday 22 Empire Lunch Club, Empire Hall 
 Sunday 26 Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
 
May Wednesday 27 Empire Lunch Club, Empire Hall 
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from the Editor 
Happy Christmas everyone, and thank you all for con-
tinuing to support the magazine over the last year.  I am 
most grateful to the advertisers, contributors and those of 
you who regularly deliver copies to your neighbours every 
month, as without you there would be no magazine. 

The new January issue of the Graffham Parish News will 
be coming out after Christmas and  I am especially grateful 
to all the distributors for agreeing to deliver an extra copy 
over the holiday period.   

Most of them will prefer to collect your 2009 subscriptions 
in January or February as in previous years.  If you do 
want to have your subscription ready by the door, however, 
please note it will be going up to £6 for the year to include 
twelve issues. 

Graffham Parish News is available by post for £11 to 
include envelopes, labels & stamps … a good way to stay 
in touch if you have moved away or if you live outside our 
delivery routes.  (To receive the magazine by post please 
send me a cheque for £11 made payable to Graffham PCC 
with your name and address). 

The Graffham Parish News website has been updated.  
As well as downloadable versions of 2008 magazines, 
there are also several photos taken at Graffham events 
over the last 18 months.   

Mary Butterworth 
High View 

Graffham, GU28 0QE 
 

editor@graffhamparishnews.org.uk 
01798 867464 

 

www.graffhamparishnews.org.uk 
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St Giles  
Christmas Fair 

 

Saturday 6th December 
 

Empire Hall 
 

10.00 am—2.00 pm 
 

Father Christmas will be coming once again to the 
Christmas Fair this year with presents for the children!   

Graffham & Duncton Schools will also have a stall. 
 

For the grown-ups there will be a Produce Stall, Raffle, 
Silent Auction, Jewellery, Gifts, Cards, Table Decora-
tions, Mulled Wine, Tea & Coffee,  and much more … 

 
Once again, Paula will be providing her “tree” with  

beautiful hand-made decorations and, this year, Father 
Mark will be on the Candle Stall. 

 
Why not do your Christmas Shopping then enjoy a 

splendid lunch with a glass of wine! 
 

The Fair looks all set to be another enjoyable event  
in the village calendar, so please put it 

on yours. 
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Holistic Massage  
with Aromatherapy Oils 

 

Reiki 
Reflexology 

Indian Head Massage 
  

Enjoy deep relaxation -  
men and women welcome 

  

Lou Bertram   01798 867610 
 

Experienced Massage Therapist  
and Reiki Master 

 

THE BOWEN TECHNIQUE 
This technique is effective for any of the following 

  Back/neck pain               Sports injuries 
 Frozen shoulder           RSI/carpal tunnel 
 Asthma/hay fever              Joint pain 
  Whiplash                        Fatigue issues 

And many more imbalance issues 
Any of the above sound familiar then call 

Jane Stickley MBTER, Cert ECBS 
For more information 

01798 867306  /  07593 683976 
Email: jane@eastwoodstudfarm.co.uk 

Home visits by arrangement 
Also qualified Equine Bowen Therapist 

 

Web: www.country-house-company.co.uk 
Email: info@country-house-company.co.uk 

Quality Country & City Properties 
Sales □ Lettings □ Management 

 
 

□ Professionalism 
□ Personal Service 
□ Peace of Mind 

The Country House Company 
  
 

 

Sue Crossley 
 

BSc MRICS FARLA TEL: 02392 632275 

  

Your local independent estate agent 
 
We :- 
 
• are passionate about property 
• are committed to providing a first class service 
• Consistently achieve good results 
• Have years of experience in property 
• Offer honest, professional advice 
• Provide free market appraisals 

 

    Conifers School 
 Easebourne, Midhurst 

 

      Girls & Boys 2-11 

Toddler Group, Nursery,  
Reception, Juniors and Seniors 

 

We provide nursery and preparatory  
education in a small, secure and nurturing 

environment, and produce wonderfully  
confident, happy, well-rounded and  

successful children. 
 

‘Mother & Toddler Group’ 
on Wednesdays, 9-10am, during term. 

 

Head@conifersschool.com 
tel: 01730-813243 

www.conifersschool.com 
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No Mains Gas? 
No problem! 

Choose CALOR the UK’s market leader 
FOR A FREE INFORMATION PACK 

Telephone FREE 0800 626 626 
Or visit calor.co.uk or email 
telemarketing@calor.co.uk  

quoting ref.NB/07 

 

EASTWOOD STUD FARM 
GRAFFHAM, PETWORTH 

Est. 1983 
www.eastwoodstudfarm.co.uk 

 

We have vacancies for 
 

Full, Part, Grazing  
and DIY Liveries 

 

Please call Jane or Kirsty 
Tel 01798 867570 

07593 683976 or 07950 044390 
Or visit the website 

             
 

 
 
 

 

Duck Lane, Midhurst, West Sussex 
GU29 9DE 

 

Telephone 01730 812094  
(Day or Night) 

 

Fax: 01730 816069 
 

Email: roger@roger-poat.co.uk 

Roger Poat & Partners 
 

Independent Funeral  
Directors &  
Monumental Masons 

 

SEAFORD COLLEGE GOLF ACADEMY 
Lavington Park, Duncton 
Resident Golf Professional 

Neil Macfarlane 
Offers Golf Coaching at Seaford College 

9 HOLE GOLF COURSE 
Driving Range, Short Game Practice Area, 

Putting Green 
Memberships Available for 2008 

(subject to approval) 
Details from Neil on 07770 378970 

Email: neilgolf@seaford.org 

 
 
 
 
 

Removals and Storage 
Part-removal and Transport 

Standard or Self-Storage Nationwide 
 

We cater for all your removal and  
storage needs 

 

Your local choice for a World class service 
 

01403 820814    (Petworth) 
 

e mail:westonssoutheast@btconnect.com 

 

Need Help with Your PC?? 
 

Repairs  .  Upgrades 
Virus Removal 

Data Recovery  .  Tuition 
 

Clive Way BA(Hons) 
 
Tel: 01798 867636 
 
Email: cliveway@yahoo.com 
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Useful Telephone Numbers 
Archives Terry Davy 01798 867 511 
 and Diana White 01798 867 405 
Badminton Penny Jennings  01798 867 391 
Bellringers Hilary Major 01798 867 238 
Bowls—Captain Graham Kingsmill 01798 867 244 
Bowls—Secretary Den Petter 01798 867 221 
Brownies Harriet Rowntree 01798 867 536 
Cricket Simon Mitchell 01798 867 351  
District Nurses Association  
  Chairman / Equipment—Hire Sylvia Smith 01798 867 209 
   Hospital Transport  01798 867 754  
Dog Warden Office 01243 534 618 
 Emergency Office 01243 785 339 
Football Secretary—Mary West 01730 814 930 
Garden Group Martin Buckley 01798 867 234 
Graffham Down Trust 
   Chairman-Guy Meredith 01798 867 640 
   Reserve Manager-Paul Dimmer 01798 867 454 
Graffham Empire Lunch Club 
 Maggie Paterson 01798 861 429 
Graffham Empire Movies  
 Chairman-Martin Taylor 01798 867 471 
 Secretary-Mary Butterworth 01798 867 464 
Graffham Grizzlies  Marta Clark 01798 867 201 
Graffham Rustics Sandy Tyndale-Biscoe 01243 572 223 
Graffham Village Shop Association 
 Jacqueline Woods 01798 867000 
Guides Guide Leader Carol Tickner 01730 813 271 
 Assistant Guider Diane Bellis 01798 867 444 
Ladies Group Diana Kingsmill 01798 867 244 
Long Bostle Downland Preservation Society -  
 William Godman-Dorington 01798 867 291 
Stoolball—Secretary  Sarah Byrne  07787 124129  
Tennis Club —Chairman Chris Major 01798 867 238  
Tennis Club—Coaching Denise Clay 01798 867 035 
Thursday Club– Chairman Sylvia Smith 01798 867 209 
Thursday Club—Secretary Diana White 01798 867 405 



 

 

Useful Telephone Numbers 
St Giles Church 
The Rector Revd. Mark Gilbert 01798 867 247 
Church Wardens John Bellis 01798 867 444
 Peter Pine-Coffin 01798 867 284 
 
Parochial Church Council 
Treasurer Alan Gordon 01798 867 545 
Secretary Diane Bellis 01798 867 444 
 
Graffham Parish News 
Editor Mary Butterworth 01798 867 464 
Subscriptions/Distribution Jean Page 01798 867 530 
 
Parish Council 
Chairman         William Godman-Dorington 01798 867 291 
Clerk Leslie Clarke 01483 273 336  
  
Empire Hall Committee  
Chairman Maggie Paterson 01798 861 429 
Bookings Colin Barker 01798 867 152 
 
Recreation Ground & Sports Club 
Chairman John Kewell 01730 814 482 
Secretary Mary West 01730 814 930
  
Graffham First School  01798 867 324 
Duncton Junior School  01798 342 402 
 
Doctors 
The Surgery, Petworth  01798 342248 
Riverbank Medical Centre, Midhurst  01730 812121 
 
Graffham Village Shop  01798 867 700 
 
 
POLICE In Emergency dial 999 
 Sussex Police Non-Emergency number 0845 60 70 999 
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TOBIT COMPUTER CO. LTD. 
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